“SafeHome” aims to cut injuries and deaths in Conwy and Denbighshire

A new interactive website, the first of its kind in Wales, has been launched in a bid to cut deaths and injuries in Conwy and Denbighshire homes.

Safehome.org.uk is designed to help reduce the thousands of accidents that result in about 100 deaths in the two counties each year by targeting home injuries.

Being promoted by the National Public Health Service for Wales (NPHS) and partners, the site particularly aims to reduce accidents among under-18s and older people.

It has been developed by injury prevention researchers at Swansea and Cardiff Universities with help from several charities and other organisations, and can be used by anyone of any age with internet access.

The site is being launched with a local radio advertising campaign during National Child Safety Week, which runs from June 23 to June 29.

Three events promoting the site will also be held during the week – at Sure Start Llanrwst on Tuesday June 24 from 10:30am to 12:30pm, at Sure Start Llandudno on Thursday June 26 from 9.30am to 11.30am, and in conjunction with West Rhyl Communities First at the Rhyl Youth Café at 4pm on Wednesday June 25, where young people will show older people how SafeHome works.  

Also at the Rhyl event, STARS (Safety Tolerance Awareness Regeneration and Security) and the Fire Service will be on hand to advise on any safety concerns. The organisation Children in Wales has provided a grant towards promotional material. 

Welcoming the initiative, Councillor Pauline Dobb, lead member for Health and Well-being at Denbighshire County Council, said: “Every year in Denbighshire and Conwy there are over 100 deaths as a result of accidents, the majority of which occur in the home. 

“Injuries also result in about 4,000 visits to hospital accident and emergency for those aged under 18 in Denbighshire, and so I am delighted to promote the SafeHome initiative.” 

Dr Rob Atenstaedt, the NPHS’s Local Public Health Director for Conwy and Denbighshire, said there is a strong association between social disadvantage and the likelihood of injury in the home, with the highest number of injuries occurring in Rhyl.

He added: "Evidence suggests that children and older people and are at greater risk of injury and death due to home accidents. 

“I believe that widespread use of the SafeHome tool will target the higher risk groups and in particular families with children under five, older people and those less well off.” 

